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Mr. Chitwood is less happy in his conclusions. The reviewer is in- 
clined to take exception to the idea that this war began in a game 
of bluff; the evidence, even as presented by Mr. Chitwood, does not 
bear out this conclusion. Instead, it is quite possible to believe 
that this much, at least, was the deliberate purpose of Germany; the 
move to reduce Serbia from the ranks of independent states and to 
make the Teutonic Empire of the Near East approach reality. The 
incapacity shown by the diplomats may not have been stupidity at 
all, but a lack of knowledge by one side of the plans being matured 
by the other. The representatives of France, Russia, and England 
were quite in the dark as to the Austro-German purposes and were 
artfully kept so. 

It is not safe to emphasize overmuch the official expression of what 
may be only one side — perhaps the better side, perhaps not, — of 
a nation's mind. We may strive also to divide the diseases of the 
European body-politic into chronic and acute, but should we discuss 
too exclusively the acute alone, we may not give due attention to the 
chronic ailments suddenly coming to a head. A book, therefore, upon 
the immediate causes of the World War may easily dwarf unduly the 
great underlying causes which reached a focus in 1914. This effect, 
Professor Chitwood's first chapter does not sufficiently counteract. 
The index is small, yet serviceable, but maps are conspicuously lacking. 

A. I. A. 

The Deportation of Women and Girls from Lille. New York : George 
H. Doran & Company. 1917. pp. 81. 

This is a collection of documents in English translation relating 
to the deportation of women and girls from Lille, Roubaix, and Tour- 
coing, by the Germans during the spring of 1916. The collection em- 
braces the note of protest addressed by M. Briand to the Powers on 
July 25, 1916, together with various documents, French and German, 
including notices and placards posted by the German military authori- 
ties, protests of the mayor and bishop of Lille, letters written by some 
of the victims, and a large number of depositions made before local 
magistrates. It contains the evidence of a cruel and brutal measure 
without precedent in modern civilized warfare: the sudden arrest and 
tearing away from their homes of some 25,000 inhabitants of an invaded 
district, young girls, women, and men up to the age of fifty-five years, 
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without regard to their social position; and the carrying of them away 
to distant parts unknown to their families for compulsory labor under 
military supervision and at such tasks and at such wages as their captors 
saw fit to prescribe. 

The account of the procedure of arrest and deportation reads very 
much like the description of a slave raid on the Gold Coast in the 
seventeenth century. Families were broken up: young girls were 
huddled into dirty cars with men of debased characters; in the regions 
to which they were taken women were compelled to do laundry work 
for German soldiers and to act as body servants for German officers; 
men were forced to take part in military operations against their own 
troops, and men and women alike were forcibly employed as screens 
to shield German columns from attack by French troops. The excuse 
alleged by the German authorities was the benevolent desire to find 
employment for the population of the three cities mentioned, but the 
real reason was to find laborers to harvest the crops in northern France 
for the feeding of the occupying armies. One may search in vain the 
Hague Conventions for a syllable of authority to justify the wholesale 
kidnapping, deportation, and enslavement of the peaceful civilians of 
an occupied district. As stated above, such a measure is without 
precedent in modern wars and no respectable authority can or ever will 
be found to defend it. The voice of the civilized world was raised in 
protest, but it made no impression on the gallant knights of German 
Kultur, and a few months later they proceeded to carry out on a much 
larger scale the same brutal policy in Belgium. 

J. W. Garner. 

Recueil de Rapports sur les differents points du Programme-Minimum 
de I' Organisation centrale pour une Paix durable. Vol. III. The 
Hague: Martinus Nijhoff. 1917. pp. 383. 

This third volume of reports partakes of the international character 
of its predecessors. 1 Its ten essays are written, in French, German, 
or English, by two Swedes, two Austrians, two Hollanders, one Swiss, 
and three Americans. 

The problem of nationality is discussed by Dr. Karl Hildebrand, 
of Sweden, and Dr. Rudolf Laun, of Austria, both of whom reject as 

1 Cf. this Journal, Vol. XI, No. 1 (January, 1917), for a notice of Volumes I 
and II. 



